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The Borgmann mill is a one and a half story structure, built between 

1847 and 1850 by Frederich W, Borgmann, a German-born artisan and 

fanner. This building is structurally sound with all its hand-hewn 

support members wood-pinned. It contains a double-door entrance on 

the east gable wall,-which provided entry for 'mule teams or oxen used 

to power the will. An unusual Dutch door is located on the southeast 

corner of the east wall through which the business of the mill was 

probably conducted. The windows on the first and second floor are 

boarded with wood siding and appear never to have been glared. 

Although the present roof is of modern corrugated sheet metal, the 

.original, unpainted board sheathing is nailed to the rafters.

The mill's interior is simple in plan, consisting of the main floor 

and a second-story loft (see accompanying floor plan)* A wooden 

sfairway on the east side leads to the second story where milling 

operations occurred. A ledge is located between the fii'st and second 

floor on the northeast corner of the building. The position of this 

ledge suggests that it gave access to mill machinery when repairs or 

minor adjustments were necessary.

The milling machinery, constructed of oak and apple-root wood, is in 

excellent condition and indicate? liti'.le or no wear. Hach piece is 

hand-carved ai'td connected by wooden pins. Separate pieces of wooden 

lath have been employed to give further strength and support to the 

joints,. The design of Lr.e wooden parts forming the machinery is 

simple in pi.'-in and dir-playp tba accuracy ntcfssary for precision in 

hand-crpfted machinery.

A large wheel, approximately 15 feet in diameter and studded with 

wooden pef.s on both sides of the rim, is suspended on a large upright 

drive shaft, located in the center of th« first floor. The wooden 

pegs of this wheel mesh with the bars of a cog wheel located directly 

eaet of the central wheel. This main cog wheel controls two smaller 

wooden cogs which in turn power the grinding and hulling process 0 

The grinding stone and barley huller are located on the second floor 

directly above and are connected to this machinery.

The grinding stone is circular in form and contains a hole in its 

center for the introduction of the whole-grain corn. The corn me^al, 

the product of the milling process, flowed from a hole to one side 

of the stone. The barley huller is located close to the grinding

stone,

Four mules in two teams powered the Borgmann mill, although it is 

probable that oxen were alno used as motive power. These teams were 

hitched to a tongue protruding from the central log shaft on the 

first floor,

Currently the mill houses farm machinery on the ground level.
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The Borgmarm Mill is historically sign 

the only "barley huller and corn grind 

wood left in Missouri or the Middle We 

in the late 19th century, "I doubt i 

one or two wooden corn mills in the 

were ever built (William Wisser, "Corn 

Machinery Institute Proceeding?, 1127, 

mule teams or oxen, the mjll r s survive 

niation for the study of the early roill 

Furthermore, its unique hand-construct 

nuity and skill required of e.v.;ly pet 

duce time- and labor-saving machinery 

ment,

lificant because it is perhaps 

er" constructed entirely of

As one commentator noted:Et.

there are presently more than 

ssiss.ippi Valley. . .very few 

Mills in the Middle V.'est," 

January, 189S)> Powered by 

1 provides considerable infor- 

ing industry in Missouri, 

ed parts exemplify the inge- 

lers in their tfforte to intro- 

i-v.f-^, their wilderness environ-"

Designed and ccnstrvicted by Frederick Uilhehu B.^r^Tnan:), a Gernan 

imrigrant who had migraled from his homeland to the Ftrans Osaga Valley 

in St. Charles County in 1842 and who a tew years later had settled 

with his bride in Warren County's Kmrriau^ Valley, the mill provided 

cur,toni corn grinding and b'arley hulling for neighboring -farnoi-K. The 

date of construction is not known. The local population, however, 

estimates that the miJ 1 is at: least 110 years old and probably older. 

("Handiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of His Tools are 

Puzzling," Washington Missourian, April 11, 1963.)

  Borgmann probably operated his mill for only a short period of time. 

Since the machinery ehows little sign of wear, it-is possible that 

Borgmann may never have been able to fully perfect his equipment. 

(Mr. William Beaver, present owner of the Borgmann Mill, interviewed 

by H. Roger Grant, staff member, Missouri State Historical Survey 

and Planning Office, June 26, 19/0.) And, too,'by 185', another local 

miller, C. H. Schaaf had converted his ox-ir.il! to steam power. The 

Schaaf Kill, later known as Biorbaum's Steam Grist and Sawmill, was 

located less than one mile east of Borgmann's mill and enjoyed a more 

favorable location, being at the junction of two main county roads,. 

(History of St. Charles, Montgomory and Warren Counties, Missouri,

p- T03T.T

(cont.)
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In addition to his milling activities, Borg.nan.n was also known 

as a manufacturer of- wooden shoes, carpet looms and other wooden 

tools and equipment. These tools, excluding the mill and its 

machinery, were sold by Eorjimann*s descendants at public auction 

in 1963. ("Handiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of 

His Tools are Fuszlinfi," Washington Missourlan, April 11, 1963.)

The present owner plans to restore the mi 11 to operative condition.
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1. Beaver, Mr. William F. Present owner, P.O. Box 23, Karthasville, 
Missouri. Interviewed by Martha L. Kusiak and M. Patricia Holmes, 
July 30, 19C9; Interviev/ed by H. Roger Grant, June 26, 1970. 
Transcript of interviews on file at the Missouri State Park Board, 
P.O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building; Jefferson City, Missouri 
65101.

2. "Handiwork of Young German is Fascinating, Some of His Tools are 
Puzzling," Washington Missourian,- April 11, 1963.
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Institute Proceedings, 1:27, January, 1898.



u

NATIONAL PARK SLKVICt

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

U?;NAMfe?ife.;;- :Vi>'.<^vi.-. : •=•.•. .• ;-.?:',: : : ->•• .-:>'• v-;:-.'v:.< ••,.••,• '. '•••'-•..•.,•• -i"-'

w,

3i>>£J

!j4; : :-

COMMON: Borpnann Mi 1 1

AND/OR HISTORIC: Borgmann Mill

COUNTY

Warren
FOR NFS USE ONLY

•; .:•!(•••;•" '-''i:"-: :• -*•'. .'.•• 1..-.Ssiv'

QCAiTIONKiMis >%;•••;'•. 'f:. •'..;,{. vi 1 !:>-••; • , .'.>V : ' i;i. ?"•.'';•:- i i; >:' • , ; .. - 1 -' -' ''•:','• '•• ; ::. '.SVSSs^-^'&'Si-'.S^-Sv^'^fi'V

STREET AND NUMBER:

Five miles east of Marthasville on the south side of County Highway D
CITY OR TOWN:

Section 24 - Township 45N - Range 1W
STATE: CODE

Missouri 24

COUNTY:

Warren

CODE

219
WlS*.>*EEftES!:fiii)eie;«:Si-.^'/--iS:--?S<-:V'iai: -':--'.i -.:'- .."-••:•". •••OKv-^; >•..'-•-• .--•'-^ .»-.•• ••.•.S^^.v-;'VS:3'*;!»i^Sa.^.
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DATE OF PHOTO: July 29, 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176 
1204 Jefferson Building, Jeff-erson City,

PENTlFlGATIOiv .

Missouri 65101

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. view from the ground floor looking north at the 

principal parts of the milling machinery. The 15 foot central wheel is to 
the left. Its wooden pegs fit precisely into the main cog wheal at right. 

The corn grinding stone is iust visible through the second story flooring 
in the top portion of photograph. A wooden chute for the finished product 

is to the right of the stone.
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oTocREoiTiM. Patricia Holmes, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park

Boardo: July 29J_1_%_9__________________________ 
10 AT. Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

DENTIFiCATION

View from the northwest of west pable end wall. Double door entrance at 

right may have been the entry way for the horse and mule teams. Sheathing 

was applied vertically to the west end of the. building below the gable.
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Five miles east of Harthasvillc on the south side of Countv Iliphwav D

Section 24 - Township 45N - Ranpe 1W
STATE: • CODE COUNTY: CODE

Missouri 24 Warren 219
HOTO REFERENCE ,-,,.; . •. : \ .'.::• •;. .'.;.,:>: ;. : .:>>".::.; • v

PHOTO CREDIT:;!. Patricia Holmes, State Historical Survey, Kissouri State Park
DATE or PHOTO: July 29. 1969 ' • Board

NEGATIVE F.UED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176 

. " _..... 1204 ,T«fferson Ruil.dir.r, Jefferson Citv, Missouri 65101
DENTIFICATICTs' • . : ' • -. •

From southwest, view to the northeast. Stone house to the right, was 

built by Borgmann in 1870. Old road bed is in the foreground, and passes 
to the right (south) of the barn.
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Section 24l SToHFwSip^Sii^- Rrnige 1W

KisBouri VX 't>r" ° /$7
3, PttOf6; RE: FeR; E'Nce '\T/)-v^_ .,-fSy

PHOTO CBED.T:,,!^ Pa tricVsStlltiS, State
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24- Warren 219
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Historical Survey, Missouri State Park

Board
NEGATIVE I*ILED A T. Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176 

1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
4. IDENTIFICATION

Detail of barley huller located on second floor of mill. Corn 

grinder atone visible in upper left-hand corner.

to





ff
fS

T
il

l

L
o
c
.

U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
A

T
E

S
 D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 O

F
 

T
H

E
 

IN
T

E
R

IO
R

 
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 
P

A
R

K
 

S
E

R
V

IC
E

 
i

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
R

EG
IS

TE
R

 O
F 

H
IS

TO
R

IC
 P

L
A

C
E

S 
'* 

PR
O

PE
R

T
Y

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
PH

 F
O

RM

(T
y
p
e
 a

//
 e

n
tr

ie
s 

- 
a
tt

a
c
h
 
to

 o
r 

e
n

c
/o

se
 
w

it
h
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
)

).
 

N
A

M
E

I. 3.
 

f

41

S
T

A
T

E

M
is

s
o
u
ri

W
a
rr

e
n

F
O

R
N

P
S

U
S

E
 

O
N

L
Y

t7
0

,t
l,

Z
<t-

0
0
3
3
->

'/
<

J
lo

C
O

M
M

O
N

! 
B

o
r-

*
n
a
W

rt
 
ta

f
l>

^

A
N

D
/O

R
 
M

I
S

T
o

i
^
O

>
-
"
I
k

)
T

J
^
i
r
!
8

t
|r

V
>

U
l
l

,O
C

A
T

K
)N

J/
x

>
' 

/j
JW

n
/r

-f
j 

-f
f-

\

F
iv

4
-3

J
le

i^
e
%

fr
'p

 d
S

T
ii

a
rf

li
ja

s
v
il

le
 

e
n
 

th
e
 

s
o
u
th

 
s
id

e
 

o
f 

C
o
u
n
ty

 
H

ig
h
w

a
y
 

D

S
e
c
t\

e
\ 

2
ip

jJ
.T

i9
t)n

4
fc

ip
:'2

i3
N

 
- 

R
a
n

g
e
 

1W
S

T
A

T
E

: 
v 

A
 

'O
l
t
f
T

 
/
 -

 
/
 

C
O

D
E

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
:

M
ip

so
u
fc

^
i/

y
'v

. 
<

\V
/ 

&
&

&
?
 

W
a
rr

e
n

H
O

T
O

 :
n
e
f<

B
K

&
i^

''
 

I 
'-

Z
'\
)
^

C
O

D
E

?1
9

PH
O

TO
 c

B
eo

iT
:M

a
rt

n
a
 

L
- 

K
u 

s 
i 

a 
k.

 R
 t
 a

 t
 e

 
H

is
to

r
ic

a
l 

S
u

rv
e
u

 
M

is
s
o

u
ri

 
S

ta
te

 
P

a
rk

 
B

o
a
rd

D
A

T
E

 
O

F
 

P
H

O
T

O
: 

J
u

l
v
 

7
9

_
 

J
O

f
t
Q

1
2

0
4

 
J
e
ff

e
rs

o
n
 

B
u
il

d
in

g
, 

J
e
ff

e
rs

o
fi

 
C

it
y
,

D
E

M
T

IF
IC

A
T

iO
N

M
is

s
o
u
ri

 
6
5
1
0
1

D
E

SC
FJ

IO
E

 
V

IE
»,

 
D

IR
E

C
T

IO
N

. 
E

T
C

. 
V

ie
w

 
fr

o
m

 
th

e
 

g
ro

u
n
d
 

fl
o
o
r 

lo
o

k
in

g
 
n
o
rt

h
 

a
t 

th
e
 

p
ri

n
c
ip

a
l 

p
a
r
ts

 
O

f 
th

e
 
m

il
li

n
g

 
m

a
c
h

in
e
ry

. 
T

h
e 

1
5

 
fo

o
t 

c
e
n
tr

a
l 

w
h

e
e
l 

is
 

to
 

th
e
 
le

f
t.

 
I
ts

 
w

o
o
d
e
n
 

p
e
g
s 

f
it

 
p
re

c
is

e
ly

 
in

to
 

th
e
 

m
a
in

 
c
o
g
 

w
h
e
e
l 

a
t 

r
ig

h
t.

 

T
h

e 
c
o
rn

 
g

ri
n

d
in

g
 

s
to

n
e
 

is
 

lu
s
t 

v
is

ib
le

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 

th
e
 

se
c
o
n
d
 

s
to

ry
 

fl
o
o
ri

n
g
 

in
 

th
e
 

to
p
 

p
o
rt

io
n
 

o
f 

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
. 

A
 

w
o
o
d
e
n
 
c
h

u
te

 
fo

r 
th

e
 

fi
n
is

h
e
d
 

p
ro

d
u
c
t 

is
 

to
 

th
e
 
r
ig

h
t 

o
f 

th
e
 

a
to

n
e
.

h
e
)





U
J
 

U
J

U
N

IT
E

D
 

S
T

A
T

E
S

 D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 
T

H
E

 
IN

T
E

R
IC

 
N

A
T

 
O

N
A

L
 

P
A

R
K

 
S

E
R

V
IC

E

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 

R
E

G
IS

T
E

R
 O

F
 H

IS
T

O
R

IC
 P

L
/ 

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 
P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
 

F
O

R
M

(T
y
p
e
 a

ll
 e

n
tr

ie
s 

- 
a
tt

a
c
h
 t

o
 o

f 
e
n

c
lo

se
 w

it
h
 p

h
o

gr
tJ

A
iM

E
 

...
 

^<
"T

Ji
l

|i.
- 
i

M |4
. 

fCO
M

M
O

N
, 

B
o

rj
ro

a
n

n
 
K

il
l

„
 

S
T

A
T

E

iC
E

S
 

C
O

U
N

TV F
O

R
 N

P
S

 
U

S
E

 O
N

L
Y

•1
0
,1

 .
 W

, 
r,

f>
3

z 
II

 i
°h

jt
)7

>
v
 

'
A

^>
 

*
. 

-
A

N
D

/C
.R

 H
IS

TO
R

IC
, 

f,o
 T

 m
a
n
jj

fj
tf

l 
I 

K
rT

eH
/C

 1
]

P
C

A
T

IO
N

S
T

R
E

E
T

 
A

N
D

 
N

U
M

B
E

R
,

F
iv

e
 
m

il
e
s
 

e
a
s
t 

o
f

C
I
T

Y
 
O

R
 

T
O

W
N

;

S
e
c
ti

o
n
 

2
4

 
- 

T
o

w
n
eh

S
T

A
T

E
,

M
is

s
o
u
ri

H
Q

T
Q

 S
lf

'E
R

g
N

C
E

ft
n

f 
-,

,-
r-

a
~

\ 
A

U
G

 Z

'%

v
A

"
"
•'

• 
">

-^>
\

y
n

m
-^

is
, 

ja
n 

tf
a
.1

'S
J
^
i
S

X
^
£

T
_^

-
H

Y
j 

,

PH
O

TO
 C

R
E

D
IT

,^
. 

P
a
tr

ic
ia

 
H

o 
Ir

n
e 

ii
_
S

 t
 a

 t
 e

D
A

T
E

 
O

F
 
P

H
O

T
O

, 
J

U
 1

 V
 

3
9
.

1
9
6
9

N
E

G
A

T
I
V

E
 

F
I
L

E
D

 
A

T
, 

M
l
S

S
O

U
r
l
 

S
t
a
t
B

1
2

0
4

 
J
e
ff

e
rs

o
n

D
E

N
ff

f'
tC

A
T

K
*

!

~ y
ff

X
-C

>
O

E

^ 
*
*

••"
-7

s
o
u
th

 
s
id

e
 

n
i 

C
o
u
n
tv

 
H

ie
h
w

a
v
 

D

C
O

U
N

T
Y

, 
C

O
D

E

W
a
rr

e
n
 

2
1

9
s.

H
is

to
r
ic

a
l 

S
u

ry
e
ii

 K
is

s
o

u
ri

 
S

ta
te

 
P

a
rk

P
a
rk

 
B

o
a
rd

 
B

u
il

d
in

e
.

F
ro

m
 

s
o
u
th

w
e
s
t,

 
v
ie

w
 

to
 

th
e
 

n
o
rt

h
e
a
s
t.

 
b
u
il

t 
b
y
 

B
o
rg

ro
an

n
 

in
 

1
8
7
0
. 

O
ld

 
ro

a
d
 

b
e
d

 
to

 
th

e
 
r
ig

h
t 

(s
o
u
th

) 
o
f 

th
e
 

b
a
rn

.

B
o

a
rd

, 
P

.O
. 

B
o
x
 

1
7
6
 

J
e
ff

e
rs

o
n

 
C

it
v

r 
M

is
s
o

u
ri

 
6
5
1
Q

1

S
to

n
e
 

h
o
u
se

 
to

 
th

e
 
r
ig

h
t,

 
w

a
s 

is
 

in
 
th

e
 

fo
re

g
ro

u
n
d

, 
a
n
d
 

p
a
s
s
e
s





F'
rc

: 
-;! 

S
ii

fc
A

//
 

/o
 

A
m

i_
 

5-.;
.: 

'ii
ai

to
 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

_
 

fe
::

;!
*
r:

 
*
,e

 
/*

•„
.«

„-
*

Oi
ti 

c; 
ft

ta
:.

_
J2

^
L

jt
M

-_
¥i

ao
fP

f!3
l«

:_
 

S
ii.

S
iz

e

•z
. 

o u Z
J

c
c

U
N

IT
E

D
 
S

T
A

T
E

S
 
D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 
O

F
 

T
H

E
 
IN

T
E

R
IO

R
 

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 

P
A

R
K

 
S

E
R

V
IC

E

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 

R
E

G
IS

T
E

R
 

O
F

 
H

IS
T

O
R

IC
 
P

L
A

C
E

S
 

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 
P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
 

F
O

R
M

T
'K

. 
P

a
tr

ic
ia

 
H

o
lm

es
, 

S
ta

te
 
H

is
to

r
ic

a
l 

S
u
rV

e
y
. 

M
is

s
o

u
ri

 
S

ta
te

 
P

a
rk

H
O

T
O

!
 

J
U

1
V

 
2

9
.
 

1
9
6
9

B
o
a
r
d

M
is

s
o
u
ri

 
S

ta
te

 
P

a
rk

 
B

o
a
rd

, 
P

.O
. 

B
o
x
 

1
7
6

1
2

0
4

 
J
e
ff

e
rs

o
n
 

B
u
il

d
in

g
. 

J
e
ff

e
rs

o
n

 
C

it
y
. 

M
is

s
o
u
ri

 
6
5
1
0
1

V
i
e
w
 
f
r
o
m
 
t
h
e
 
n
o
r
t
h
w
e
s
t
 
o
f
 
w
e
s
t
 
p
a
b
l
e
 
e
n
d
 
w
a
l
l
.
 

D
o
u
b
l
e
 
d
o
o
r
 
e
n
t
r
a
n
c
e
 
a
t
 

r
i
g
h
t
 
m
a
y
 
h
a
v
e
 
^
»
e
e
n
 
t
h
e
 
e
n
t
r
y
 
w
a
y
 
f
o
r
 
t
h
e
 
h
o
r
s
e
 
a
n
d
 
m
u
l
e
 
t
e
a
m
s
.
 

S
h
e
a
t
h
i
n
g
 

w
a
s
 
a
p
p
l
i
e
d
 
v
e
r
t
i
c
a
l
l
y
 
t
o
 
t
h
e
 
w
e
s
t
 
e
n
d
 
o
f
 
t
h
e
 
b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g
 
b
e
l
o
w
 
t
h
e
 
g
a
b
l
e
.



' •


